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New Sr2MnGaO4.97 complex oxide was synthesized by solid
state reaction in sealed silica tubes at 950+10003C. The
Sr2MnGaO4.97 crystal structure was re5ned from X-ray powder
di4raction data. Sr2MnGaO4.97 is based on the Ima2 brownmil-
lerite-type structure with apically elongated MnO6 octahedra
due to a Jahn+Teller e4ect. Electron di4raction and high-resolu-
tion electron microscopy showed that local ordering of the left-
and right-hand chains of GaO4 tetrahedra in Sr2MnGaO4.97

leads to a superstructure with a doubling of the b parameter of
the orthorhombic unit cell. The formal oxidation state of Mn
(VMn) can be varied by thermal treatments at elevated oxygen
pressure (4503C, 20 bar of O2). The oxygen insertion induces
a structure transformation in oxidized Sr2MnGaO5.47 material
with the formation of a tetragonal perovskite-like structure
(a+ap, c+2cp) with oxygen vacancies located in the Ga layers.
The oxidation is accompanied by a signi5cant compression of the
Mn+O apical distances and a suppression of the Jahn+Teller
deformation. Both Sr2MnGaO4.97 and Sr2MnGaO5.47 can prob-
ably be treated as canted antiferromagnets with TN&150 and
80 K, respectively. ( 2001 Academic Press

Key Words: Sr2MnGaO51d; synthesis; crystal structure; oxy-
gen nonstoichiometry.

1. INTRODUCTION

Recently we have reported the preparation and the crys-
tal structure of the novel brownmillerites Ca

2
MnGaO

5`d
1On leave from Institute of Crystallography, RAS, Leninsky prospekt 59,
117333 Moscow, Russia.
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(d"0.045}0.09, 0.39) (1). The structure of Ca
2
MnGaO

5`d
with d(0.1 is built up by layers of MnO

6
octahedra linked

by chains of GaO
4

tetrahedra with Ca atoms located at
eight-coordinated interstices of this framework. Since the
formal Mn valence (<

M/
) in these compounds is close to #3,

the MnO
6

octahedra are subjected to the strong deforma-
tion due to a Jahn}Teller e!ect with four short equatorial
Mn}O distances and two long apical ones. The oxidation
state of Mn in Ca

2
MnGaO

5`d was varied either by hetero-
valent replacement of Ga3` for Zn2` or by oxygen insertion
after treatment under 80 bar O

2
. In the latter case the

Ca
2
MnGaO

5.39
compound forms built-up domains of the

initial reduced material and the oxidized Ca
2
MnGaO

5.5
(Ca

4
Mn

2
Ga

2
O

11
) phase, which belongs to the brownmil-

lerite A
n
B
n~1

B@O
3n~1

(n"4) homologous series. The oxy-
gen insertion leads to a decrease of the orthorhombic
distortion due to a "lling of the vacant anion positions in
the (GaOh) layers and the suppression of the Jahn}Teller
deformation of the MnO

6
octahedra.

Among brownmillerites of other transition metals there
are examples of compounds with Ca or Sr cations in the
A sublattice demonstrating distinctions in behavior upon
the variation of composition or formal valence of the
transition metal. For instance, LaCaCuGaO

5
retains an

orthorhombically distorted structure with a
0
+4a

P
,

b
0
+a

P
J2, c

0
+a

P
J2 upon #uorination while

LaSrCuGaO
5

undergoes a phase transition into a tetrag-
onal phase with a

T
+a

P
, c

T
+2a

P
due to a random occupa-

tion of the anion position in the Ga layers by oxygen,
#uorine, and anion vacancies (2). Since both Cu2` and
3
0022-4596/01 $35.00
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Mn3` cations tend to adopt a Jahn}Teller distorted oc-
tahedral environment one may expect similar features to
occur in the properties of A

2
MnGaO

5
(A"Ca, Sr) com-

pounds. It was a challenge to prepare the Sr
2
MnGaO

5`d
brownmillerites and compare their properties with the cor-
responding Ca-based ones.

2. EXPERIMENTAL

The Sr
2
MnGaO

5
compound was prepared by annealing

a stoichiometric mixture of SrO, Mn
2
O

3
, and Ga

2
O

3
in

alumina crucibles placed into a sealed evacuated silica tube.
SrO was obtained by the decomposition of SrCO

3
at 9003C

in a dynamic vacuum. The initial reagents were intimately
mixed in a glove box to prevent the interaction of SrO with
CO

2
and H

2
O. The samples were annealed at 9503C for

50 h and then at 10003C for 80 h with intermediate regrind-
ing. After annealing, the samples were quenched in air.
Post-annealing treatments were performed in a hermetic
stainless steel autoclave at 20}40 bar of oxygen pressure.
The cation composition was veri"ed by EDX analysis, per-
formed on di!erent crystallites. The Mn formal valence
<
M/

and the oxygen content were determined by iodometric
titration. The uncertainty in <

M/
was evaluated as 2%.

Magnetic susceptibility measurements were performed
with a vibrational magnetometer PARC M-155 at
H"2000 Oe in the temperature range 4}300 K. Electron
paramagnetic resonance (EPR) spectra were collected using
an X-band (+9.15 GHz) spectrometer Varian E-4 with
a nitrogen variable temperature system E-257 (Varian).

X-ray data for the phase analysis and the re"nement of
the cell parameters were obtained with a focusing Guinier-
camera FR-552 (CuKa

1
radiation, Ge was used as an inter-

nal standard). X-ray powder di!raction data for crystal
structure determination were collected on a STADI-P dif-
fractometer (CuKa

1
radiation, curved Ge monochromator,

transmission mode, linear PSD). The crystal structure com-
putations were carried out using the CSD program package
(3). The Rietveld method with pseudo-Voigt pro"le func-
tions was used for the "nal re"nement. R

P
and R

8P
were

calculated after the background was subtracted from the
experimental data.

Electron di!raction (ED) and high-resolution electron
microscopy (HREM) studies were performed using a JEOL
4000EX instrument. EDX spectra and ED patterns were
obtained using a Philips CM20 microscope with a LINK-
2000 attachment. Theoretical HREM images were cal-
culated by means of the MacTempas software.

3. RESULTS

3.1. Crystal Structure and Properties

The X-ray di!raction pattern of single-phase
Sr

2
MnGaO

5
was indexed in a body-centered orthorhombic
unit cell with lattice parameters a"16.107(2) As ,
b "5.5704(8) As , c "5.4181(6) As related to the perovskite

subcell by b+4a
1%3

, b+c+a
1%3

J2. Re#ections h0l: h, lO
2n were found to be extinct, in addition to the condition
imposed by the lattice centering. The cell parameters and
extinctions agree well with a layered brownmillerite-type
structure, which is described by the layer sequence

}(MnO
2
)}(SrO)}(GaOK)}(SrO)}(MnO

2
)}

with (most probably) Ima2 space symmetry, as it was pre-
viously found for other brownmillerites (RACuGaO

5
(R"La, Pr, Nd; A"Ca, Sr) (4, 5), Ca

2
FeAlO

5
(6), Sr

2
Fe

2
O

5
(7)). The cation ratio Sr:Mn:Ga"2.08(8):0.96(8):
0.96(8) was found to be in good agreement with the bulk
composition within standard deviations. The iodometric
titration revealed that the formal Mn valence is slightly
lower than #3 (<

M/
"#2.94), thus indicating a small ani-

on de"ciency in the compound corresponding to the
Sr

2
MnGaO

4.97
formula. This behavior is opposite to that

found for Ca
2
MnGaO

5.045
brownmillerite, which exhibits

an excess of oxygen when prepared under similar synthesis
conditions. Probably, the smaller Ca2` cations (r"1.12 As ,
CN "8) require smaller cavities to be accommodated in
the brownmillerite structure and, consequently, shorter
Mn}O bonds than the larger Sr2` ones (r"1.25 As ,
CN"8). This shortening is achieved by an increase of
oxygen content and <

M/
according to the ionic radii of

Mn2` (0.82 As ), Mn3` (0.65 As ), and Mn4` (0.54 As ) for
CN"6.

Samples with a higher Mn formal valence were obtained
by treatment of the as-prepared Sr

2
MnGaO

4.97
at 20}40

bar oxygen pressure. Annealing of reduced material at 20
bar O

2
and 4503C for 12 h made it possible to obtain

a single-phase Sr
2
MnGaO

5.47
compound with

<
M/

"#3.94. The X-ray di!raction pattern of this com-
pound showed that oxygen insertion leads to the formation
of a new tetragonal structure with cell parameters
a"3.8025(8) As , c"7.921(2) As . The cell parameters of the
tetragonal Sr

2
MnGaO

5.47
phase are connected to the cell

parameters of the parent orthorhombic brownmillerite

structure as a
5
+b

0
/J2, c

5
+a

0
/2. The absence of system-

atic extinctions in the X-ray powder pattern allowed us to
propose the most symmetric space group P4/mmm.

The crystal structure of Sr
2
MnGaO

4.97
was re"ned from

X-ray powder di!raction data. The re"nement was carried
out in the Ima2 space group and the atomic coordinates for
LaCaCuGaO

5
were chosen as starting parameters. The

re"nement yielded a large value of the thermal parameter
(B"5.6 As 2) for the oxygen atom O3 in the (GaOK) layer.
The di!erence Fourier syntheses calculated with the O3
atom removed revealed two approximately equivalent
maxima of the electron density with coordinates (3/4, 0.125,



TABLE 2
Positional and Thermal Parameters of Atoms for Sr2MnGaO4.97

AE tom Position x/a y/b z/c B
*40

, A_ 2

Sr 8c 0.11084(5) 0.0173(2) 0.505(1) 0.87(2)
Mn 4a 0 0 0 1.15(4)
Ga 4b 3

4
0.0701(3) !0.027(1) 2.63(7)

O1 8c 0.9890(4) 0.258(3) 0.252(4) 1.7(1)
O2 8c 0.1479(3) 0.0617(9) 0.014(3) 1.7(1)
O3 4b 3

4
0.161(2) 0.628(2) 1.7(1)
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0.387) and (3/4, 0.129, 0.627), positioned at reasonable dis-
tances from the Ga atoms. This probably indicates a split-
ting of the O3 position. According to the electron
microscopy results described below, this splitting indeed
should take place due to the presence of di!erently oriented
chains of GaO

4
tetrahedra. However, the simultaneous re-

"nement of the coordinates for both oxygen positions as-
suming the occupancy factors g"0.5 was unsatisfactory
and only one of them was left "lled with full occupancy for
the "nal re"nement. The "nal re"nement was performed
with a common thermal parameter for the oxygen atoms.
After the re"nement an interatomic distance d(Ga}O3)"
1.72 As that is shorter than the usual values for a Ga}O
separation (1.82}1.85 As ) was observed. It is important how-
ever to note that the re"ned structure proposes, probably,
only a rough description of the real atomic arrangement
within the (GaOK) layers, and additional neutron di!rac-
tion experiments may reveal "ne details of the oxygen distri-
bution within these planes.

The crystal structure of Sr
2
MnGaO

5.47
was calculated

assuming P4/mmm symmetry. The starting model was
chosen with a full occupancy of all anion positions accord-
ing to the &&Sr

2
MnGaO

6
'' composition. The re"nement of

the thermal parameters of oxygen atoms yielded a B value of
11.4 As 2 for the O3 atom in the Ga layer, indicating a partial
occupancy of this position. The variation of the occupancy
factor and the thermal parameter for this position does not
signi"cantly in#uence the reliability factors, and for the "nal
re"nement the occupancy value was "xed to be equal to
g"0.735, in accordance with the result of the iodometric
titration.

Relatively large thermal parameters were observed for
the atoms in the Ga layers for both re"ned structures. In
the Sr

2
MnGaO

4.97
structure it re#ects a disorder in the

orientation of the Ga}O chains, as was found by electron
TABLE 1
Selected Parameters from Rietveld Re5nement of X-Ray

Powder Data for Sr2MnGaO4.97 and Sr2GaO5.47

Sr
2
MnGaO

4.97
Sr

2
MnGaO

5.47

Space group Ima2 P4/mmm
a, As 16.1239(3) 3.79962(4)
b, As 5.5626(1)
c, As 5.40262(9) 7.9201(1)
Z 4 1
Cell volume, As 3 485.08 114.35
Calculated density,

g/cm3 5.202 5.749
2h range, step, deg. 842h 4108, 0.01 942h 4109.2, 0.01
Number of re#ections 174 61
Re"nable atomic
parameters 17 9
R

I
, R

P
, R

8P
0.052, 0.171, 0.119 0.047, 0.142, 0.103
microscopy. The large thermal parameter of the Ga atoms
in Sr

2
MnGaO

5.47
probably indicates static displacements

of these cations caused by a variation of their local oxygen
environment from tetrahedral to octahedral due to a partial
occupancy of the O3 position.

The crystallographic parameters, reliability factors,
atomic coordinates, and the most relevant interatomic dis-
tances for Sr

2
MnGaO

4.97
and Sr

2
MnGaO

5.47
are listed in

the Tables 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5. The experimental, calculated, and
di!erence X-ray patterns are shown in Fig. 1.

The crystal structure of Sr
2
MnGaO

4.97
is represented in

Fig. 2a. In this compound the formal Mn oxidation state is
close to #3 and the coordination environment of the
Mn3` cations is subjected to a Jahn}Teller deformation.
The MnO

6
octahedron can be described as &&apically elon-

gated'' with four short equatorial Mn}O distances of
1.91}1.98 As and two very long apical ones of 2.411 As . Oxi-
dation to <

M/
"#3.94 results in the formation of only

slightly distorted MnO
6

octahedra as was found in
Sr

2
MnGaO

5.47
(d(Mn}O

%2
)"1.90 As , d(Mn}O

!1*#
)"

1.95 As ) (Fig. 2b). The decrease of the Mn}O apical distance
results in a compression of the unit cell along the a

0
"c

5
axis from 16.12 As to 7.92]2"15.84 As in Sr

2
MnGaO

5.47
.

The increase of the Mn formal valence is also accompanied
by a decrease of the average Mn ionic radius, which mani-
fests itself in a contraction of the average SMn}OT separ-
ation from 2.10 As in Sr

2
MnGaO

4.97
to 1.917 As in

Sr
2
MnGaO

5.47
.

TABLE 3
Selected Interatomic Distances for Sr2MnGaO4.97 (A_ )

Sr}O1 2.54(2)]1 Mn}O1 1.91(2)]2
Sr}O1 2.61(2)]1 Mn}O1 1.98(2)]2
Sr}O1 2.68(1)]1 Mn}O2 2.411(4)]2
Sr}O1 2.74(2)]1 Ga1}O2 1.816(5)]2
Sr}O2 2.419(5)]1 Ga1}O3 1.72(1)]1
Sr}O2 2.73(2)]1 Ga1}O3 1.93(1)]1
Sr}O2 2.83(2)]1
Sr}O3 2.542(5)]1



TABLE 4
Positional and Thermal Parameters of Atoms for Sr2MnGaO5.47

Atom Position x/a y/b z/c B
*40

, A_ 2

Sr 2h 1
2

1
2

0.2624(2) 1.44(3)
Mn 1b 0 0 1

2
0.68(9)

Ga 1a 0 0 0 3.7(1)
O1 2e 1

2
0 1

2
0.7(2)

O2 2g 0 0 0.254(2) 2.7(2)
O3a 2f 1

2
0 0 4.7(6)

ag"0.735 ("xed).

FIG. 1. Experimental, calculated and di!erence X-ray di!raction pro-
"les for Sr

2
MnGaO

4.97
(a) and Sr

2
MnGaO

5.47
(b).
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3.2. Magnetic and Resonance Properties

Temperature dependencies of the static magnetic suscep-
tibility of the Sr

2
MnGaO

4.97
and Sr

2
MnGaO

5.47
com-

pounds are shown in Fig. 3.
The curve for the Sr

2
MnGaO

4.97
exhibits a ferromag-

netic-like upturn at &150 K with an additional paramag-
netic-like contribution visible below &25 K. Our recent
neutron powder di!raction data showed that this com-
pound undergoes the transition to AFM state at
¹

N
&150K. In this connection the upturn is treated as

indication for the canting of the magnetic sublattices in-
duced by Dzyaloshinskii}Moriya interaction, which is al-
lowed by Ima2 space symmetry (8). Fit of the data in the
paramagnetic region to Curie}Weiss law revealed
h&!270 K and e!ective moment k

%&&
&5.6k

B
. The cal-

culated k
%&&

is slightly higher than the spin-only value

k"J24+4.9k
B

expected for the high-spin 3d4 (t3
2'

e1
'
)

Mn`3 ion and close to the value expected for the total
spin#orbital moment k"5.5k

B
. However the calculated

value may be overestimated since the narrow temperature
range of paramagnetic behavior does not make it possible in
particular to correctly determine the Van Vleck term.

The magnetic susceptibility of Sr
2
MnGaO

5.47
above

¹
#
&80 K also "ts the Curie}Weiss law with k

%&&
&4.1k

B
close to the spin-only value k"J15+3.9k

B
for 3d3 (t3

2'
)

Mn`4 ion. The sign of h"!255 K and signal magnitude
(on the order of 10~2 emu/mole) makes probable the treat-
ment of the compound as canted AFM as well.

Figure 4 shows the room temperature EPR spectrum of
the Sr

2
MnGaO

4.97
compound. Two signals may be clearly
TABLE 5
Selected Interatomic Distances for Sr2MnGaO5.47 (A_ )

Sr}O1 2.674(1)]4 Mn}O1 1.900]4
Sr}O2 2.6875(3)]4 Mn}O2 1.95(1)]2
Sr}O3 2.816(1)]4 Ga1}O2 2.01(1)]2

Ga1}O3 1.900]4
observed: a broad unstructured asymmetric line (further
denoted as I) and a quintet (II) of relatively narrow lines of
varying intensity. The broad line has a peak-to-peak
linewidth *H

11
"H

R
!H

L
+2600Oe and an e!ective

g value of about 1.90. The e!ective g-factor was determined
FIG. 2. Crystal structures of Sr
2
MnGaO

4.97
(a) and Sr

2
MnGaO

5.47
(b). Sr atoms are imaged as spheres, oxygen atoms are located at the
corners of polyhedra. The occupancy factor for anion positions in the
GaO

1.47
layers is g"0.735.



FIG. 3. Temperature dependencies of the static magnetic susceptibility
of Sr

2
GaMnO

4.97
(a) and Sr

2
MnGaO

5.47
(b).

FIG. 5. Thermal variations of the peak-to-peak EPR amplitude for the
signal II (squares) and the signal I (crosses). Inset shows the temperature
dependence of the peak-to-peak linewidth of line I. The solid line is a guide
to the eye.
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as g
%&&
"2.0023 )H

%
/[(H

R
#H

L
)/2], where H

%
is the mag-

netic "eld corresponding to a reference free-electron EPR
signal g

%
"2.0023.

Inset (a) of Fig. 4 shows the detailed structure of the
quintet. The spectrum is nearly symmetrical, since intervals
between component positions are as follows:
H

A
!H

B
"90$5 Oe, H

B
!H

C
"H

D
!H

C
"140$10

Oe, H
E
!H

D
"100$5 Oe. The noncentral components

are relatively narrow: *H
AB

"*H
DE

"20$2 Oe,
*H

BC
"*H

CD
"15$1 Oe. The central component is most

intense and broadened (*H
C
"80$20 Oe), probably, from

the unresolved hyper"ne structure. The oxidized sample
demonstrates a narrow EPR singlet with g"2.00(1) and
*H

11
"(220$10) Oe (inset (b) of Fig. 4), which is typical of

Mn4`.
FIG. 4. The room temperature EPR spectrum for Sr
2
GaMnO

4.97
.

Inset (a) shows the EPR signal for Sr
2
GaMnO

4.97
ascribed to Mn2`. Inset

(b) shows the EPR signal for Sr
2
MnGaO

5.47
ascribed to Mn4`.
As the temperature decreases, the line I is broadening and
becomes less intense until completely disappears at
¹ +150 K. (Fig. 5). The linewidth of line I exceeds 5 kOe
below 200 K (inset of Fig. 5), which precludes obtaining
meaningful data. In contrast, the linewidth of the II remains
nearly temperature independent and the EPR peak-to-peak
amplitude slightly increases as temperature decreases
(Fig. 5).

Narrow lines in the quintet may be attributed to an EPR
"ne structure of Mn`2 (S"5

2
) centers in the high-spin (HS)

electronic con"guration, since a small amount of Mn`2 ions
is expected from the chemical composition (<

M/
"#2.94).

The EPR spectrum of HS Mn2` in octahedral environment
is well known (9). It is characterized by *m

S
"$1

transitions within the S"5
2

multiplet of levels. If the zero-
"eld splitting is much smaller than the Zeeman energy, the
spectrum should consist of "ve lines, which are symmetrical
in respect of the central one with g"2.00. In polycrystalline
samples the central line, corresponding to transitions within
the m

S
"$1

2
doublet, dominates in the spectrum because of

the strong angular dependence of other transitions (1
2
%3

2
,

3
2
%5

2
, !1

2
%!3

2
,!3

2
%!5

2
). The extreme noncentral com-

ponents (A and E lines in the inset of Fig. 4) should be more
intense than the residuary two (B and D).

As stated above, the formal Mn valence in the compound
studied is close to #3. Hence, the EPR signal from Mn3`

should be expected. It was suggested that the strong spin}
orbit relaxation and the large zero-"eld splitting preclude
a detection of Mn3` (3d4) spectrum by conventional EPR
spectrometers (9}11). In manganites with mixed valence of
Mn ions a strong EPR signal could be attributed to a com-
plex Mn3`}Mn4` (11, 12). In compounds where the formal
valence of Mn is close to #3, the EPR signal must be
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explained otherwise. A broad EPR line in LaMnO
3

(with
*H

11
"2.5 kOe at room temperature (13)) was ascribed to

Mn3` subjected to a tetragonal Jahn}Teller (JT) distortion
(14). In that case, the ground state of Mn3` is an orbital
singlet with the usual Zeeman e!ect. The EPR signal of such
a JT Mn3` ion is expected to have g

z
+1.95 and

g
x
"g

y
+1.99 (14). For polycrystalline samples with

g
z
(g

x
"g

y
and anisotropic linewidth (*H

z
(*H

y
+*H

z
)

the EPR spectrum should resemble line I. Hence, it is
reasonable to consider the broad EPR line for
Sr

2
GaMnO

4.97
as a signal from JT Mn3` ions. The narrow

EPR line for Sr
2
MnGaO

5.47
(inset (b) of Fig. 4) may be

ascribed to Mn4` ions. It is known that an EPR signal from
Mn4` is relatively narrow and may be easily detected even
at room temperature (9, 15). The g-factor for Mn4` (d3) is
isotropic and very close to g

%
(9).

The temperature dependence of the EPR line I is typical
of antiferromagnets when the NeH el temperature approaches
from above (16). Its disappearance at 150 K (Fig. 5) agrees
with the magnetic susceptibility and neutron di!raction
FIG. 6. [100]*, [010]*, [001]*, and [011]* electron di!raction patterns
[100]* ED pattern.
data. The e!ect of the magnetic transition on line II is not
understood clearly. Low-temperature measurements are re-
quired.

3.3. Electron Microscopy Investigation

The most relevant electron di!raction patterns of
Sr

2
MnGaO

4.97
are shown in Fig. 6. All bright re#ections on

these patterns can be successfully indexed on the basis of the
unit cell determined by X-ray di!raction. The absence of hkl,
h#k#lO2n and h0l, h, lO2n re#ections is compatible
with the space group Ima2. No extra features such as addi-
tional re#ections, spot splitting, or extra di!use intensity
were found in the [010]*, [001]*, and [011]* patterns.
However, weak spots, which can not be indexed with the
brownmillerite unit cell, are present in the [100]* reciprocal
space section (Fig. 6a). These spots are positioned at
(0, k/2, l ) and indicate a doubling of the b parameter. Such
a superstructure was previously observed for YSr

2
Cu

2
CoO

7
by electron di!raction and high-resolution electron
of Sr
2
MnGaO

4.97
. Note the presence of weak superlattice re#ections in the



FIG. 7. The models of the structure of (GaOK) layers in (a) the basic
brownmillerite structure, all chains being of L type and (b) the superstruc-
ture due to ordered alternation of L and R chains along the b

0
axis. Solid

lines and circles represent the unit cell and atoms in the initial orthorhom-
bic structure, respectively: large shaded circles correspond to Sr atoms,
small black circles to Ga atoms. The shaded triangles represent the projec-
tions of GaO

4
tetrahedra. Open circles in the corners of the triangles are

oxygen atoms in the (GaOK) plane, shaded circles oxygen atoms above
and below the (GaOK) layer. Dashed lines correspond to the tetragonal
unit cell of Sr

2
MnGaO

5.47
.
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microscopy (17). This compound contains Co in a tetrahed-
ral environment and the atomic arrangement of the
(CoOK) layers is essentially the same as that of the (GaOK)
layer in the brownmillerite. The reciprocal space sections
taken along the normal to the (MOK) layer planes for
YSr

2
Cu

2
CoO

7
and Sr

2
MnGaO

4.97
show an identical ge-

ometry and an intensity distribution that allows us to pro-
pose the same model for the appearance of the
superstructure in both cases. Two distinct orientations of
the chains of the MO

4
tetrahedra are possible. These ori-

entation variants are connected by a mirror plane perpen-
dicular to the direction of the chains, have an identical
surrounding, and are therefore energetically equivalent.
This was shown also by comparison of the electrostatic
energies for brownmillerites containing di!erently oriented
chains (18, 19). Assuming the abbreviations L (left-hand
chain) and R (right-hand chain) (17) for the two possibilities
of the orientation of the chains, only either L or R chains are
present in the Ima2 brownmillerite structure. An ordered
arrangement of L and R chains necessarily leads to the
appearance of a superstructure. If layers of L chains alter-
nate with layers of R chains along the long axis of the
brownmillerite unit cell, the I-centered lattice transforms
into a primitive one (Pnma structure). This is the case for
Ca

2
MnGaO

5`d where both Pnma and Ima2 phases coexist
in the same sample as separate crystallites or as microdo-
mains within the same crystallite. In both YSr

2
Cu

2
CoO

7
and Sr

2
MnGaO

4.97
structures L and R chains alternate

within the same layer, resulting in a doubling of the b para-
meter, i.e., along the axis normal to the direction of the chain
propagation. Figure 7 illustrates the relationship between
the parent structure and the superstructure; the correspond-
ing unit cells are outlined. It should be noted that the
coordinates of the maxima on the Fourier map of the Ga
layer for the Sr

2
MnGaO

4.97
crystal structure correspond to

the positions of oxygen atoms in L and R chains, thus
con"rming the proposed structure model.

The [010] and [011] real space projections of the struc-
ture do not make it possible to observe the ordering of
L and R chains, and therefore the [010] and [011] HREM
images (Fig. 8) can be treated as images of the substructure.
L and R chains viewed along these zones produce the same
contrast since their projections along the [010] and [011]
directions are identical. The [010] image shows a perfect
stacking sequence with a repeat period of four layers, com-
patible with the brownmillerite structure. According to the
image simulation, the (MnO

2
) layers are reproduced as rows

of less bright dots. The [011] image (i.e., along a [100]
1

direction of the perovskite subcell) shows a square pattern
of dots separated by +2.8A_ . The computer-simulated
[010] and [011] images (Fig. 9), calculated using the struc-
ture data from Table 2 for di!erent thickness and defocus
values, show a remarkable agreement with the experimental
images of Fig. 8.

The doubling of the b parameter is clearly visible in the
HREM image along the [100] zone (Fig. 10). The perovskite
subcell is marked by bright dots corresponding to the pro-
jections of the columns of Sr or Mn and Ga cations. The
superstructure appears as stripes of less bright dots
centering the squares of the brightest dots; they are better
visible in the thicker part of the crystallite (bottom part of
Fig. 10). These stripes propagate along the c direction and



FIG. 8. [010] and [011] HREM images of Sr
2
MnGaO

4.97
showing the

perfect brownmillerite structure.

FIG. 10. [100] HREM image of Sr
2
MnGaO

4.97
of the b

4
"2b

0
superstructure visible as vertical bright stripes at the bottom part of the
image.

FIG. 9. Matrix of calculated (a) [010] and (b) [011] HREM images
using structure data from the X-ray Rietveld re"nement of
Sr

2
MnGaO

4.97
. The images are to be compared with the experimental

ones in Fig. 8.
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are separated by 11.1As +2]5.56As along the b axis, in
agreement with the structure model proposed above. From
time to time however the stripes are irregularly spaced;
L chains may change into R chains and vice versa. A de-
tailed description of such defects was given by Krekels et al.
(17) for the YSr

2
Cu

2
CoO

7
compound.

The ill-de"ned periodicity of the superstructure and the
occurrence of planar defects explains the absence of superla-
ttice re#ections in the X-ray di!raction patterns, the split-
ting of the O3 position, and the high values of the thermal
parameters of atoms in the Ga layer.

4. DISCUSSION

The similarity between Mn3` and Cu2` cations (similar
cation sizes and the ability to adopt strongly Jahn}Teller
distorted octahedral surroundings) creates the possibility
for the formation of various layered complex oxides with
closely related structures. Mn-based analogues were
found for the Cu-based Ruddlesden}Popper phases
A

n`1
Cu

n
O

3n`d((La, Sr)
n`1

Mn
n
O

3n`1
(20)), for the Bi-2201

and Bi-2212 (Bi
2~x

Pb
x
Sr

2
MnO

6`d (21, 22), Bi
2~x

Pb
x

Sr
1.5

Ca
1.5

Mn
2
O

9~d (23)), and for LaACuGaO
5

(A" Ca,
Sr) brownmillerites. In the LaACuGaO

5
and

A
2
MnGaO

5`d brownmillerite structures the MO
6

oc-
tahedra are characterized by four short equatorial M}O
bonds (1.89}1.96 As ) and two long apical ones (2.24}2.48 As ).
Both Mn- and Cu-based compounds can accommodate
extra anions at vacant positions in the (GaOK) layers. The
insertion of #uorine into LaACuGaO

5
occurs as an ex-

change of O2~ for 2F~, which does not change the Cu
oxidation state in the LaACuGa(O, F)

6~d oxi#uorides.
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Because <
C6
"#2, the CuO

6
octahedra in #uorinated ma-

terials retain the distortion that manifests itself in a strong
elongation of the perovskite subcell along the apical direc-
tion. The intercalation of oxygen in the A

2
MnGaO

5`d
compounds is an oxidizing process and leads to an increase
of the Mn formal valence up to #3.78}3.94. The coordina-
tion environment of Mn atoms approaches the perfect oc-
tahedron, which is accompanied by a contraction of the
perovskite subcell parameter along the direction normal to
the (MnO

2
) planes.

The transformation of the orthorhombic brownmillerite
structure into a tetragonal one with a four times smaller cell
volume upon insertion of additional anions was previously
observed for #uorinated LaSrCuGaO

5
(2). The orthorhom-

bic distortion in the brownmillerite takes place due to the
ordering of oxygen atoms and anion vacancies in the Ga
layers. The #uorination is accompanied by a random occu-
pation of anion positions in the Ga layers by oxygen, #uor-
ine, and anion vacancies, leading to a suppression of the
orthorhombicity. Obviously, the same reason leads to the
structure transformation in the strongly oxidized
Sr

2
MnGaO

5.47
. However, for both LaCaCuGaO

5
and

Ca
2
MnGaO

5
the insertion of extra F or O, respectively,

does not make it possible to achieve the transformation into
a tetragonal structure and the compounds remain orthor-
hombic but with a reduced degree of distortion.
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